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not escape. He was standing against his own horse
as though with his back to a wall. He saw the shoes
of the Arab flash in the moonlight. In an instant he
was sent flying along the ground under his horse's
belly. One heel had struck him on the stomach, but
the scabbard of the sword he wore broke the force of
that blow; the other heel had caught him in the hollow
of the right thigh. He was picked up and helped on
to the tumbril of a gun, where he sat in great pain,
faint, sick and burning with thirst. He arrived in camp
almost fainting, and the next day found himself utterly
incapacitated by his injuries.

For many days after that he had to be carried with
the column in a dooly.

11 Everyone," he wrote, *' bullies dooly-bearers ;
therefore, to avoid knocks and whip cuts, they go off
into the open and expose one to the risk of being cut
up by the enemy's cavalry."

Often reports would be brought that the enemy
were strong on this or that flank, and several times
Russell found it very unpleasant to be out on a wide
plain in his dooly with only a cloud of dust in the
distance to show where the column was. Three days
after the kick he was in a worse case than ever.

" In much pain to-day," he wrote; " a large lump
forming in the hollow of the thigh from near the knee
to within an inch of the hip. Twenty-five leeches
were put on the calf of my leg as soon as we halted.
Why on the calf? Bleed, and bear, and ask no
questions/'

In such misery as this, living on starvation diet and
sacrificing to the leeches what little substance he had
left, he was jolted along towards Bareilly, where it
was practically certain a battle would be fought.